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Urban Mobility India Conference & Expo – 2015
Inaugurating the 8th Urban Mobility India Conference cum Exhibition on transforming mobility for livability on 24th Nov, Shri. M Venkaiah Naidu, Hon’ble Minister for 
Urban Development, Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation and Parliamentary Affairs said the rapid pace of urbanization taking place in India has been highlighted at 
different fora and issues that emerge out of such urbanization have been engaging the attention of the government.

The theme of the conference “Transforming Mobility for Livability” is of special significance in view of the 100 cities taken up under smart city mission and 500 cities 
under AMRUT. He said the policy of the government as highlighted by the Hon’ble Prime Minister from time to time is for transforming the country and as such the 
theme of the conference is very much in line with the government thinking. Even after 68 years of independence we are facing the problem of basic services in many of 
our cities. Urban local bodies are not in a position to raise the resources locally. They have to look inward and adopt a transparent and accountable model. They should 
plan for future keeping in view the pace of urbanization. We should look forward and the smart city and AMRUT mission are the major initiative in this direction as a 
model of advance planning.

We should encourage urban mobility planning in an integrated manner where all modes of transport should form part of integrated transport plan. 100 smart cities will 
be the torch bearer for development of all the cities as smart cities in the long run. Efforts should be made to curb the increase of private vehicle which have adverse 
impact on congestion, safety, health and effectiveness of public transport. The experiences show that the metro travel is more comfortable and if good public transport 
is developed by the cities it will attract more ridership. Alongwith better planning we will have to change our mindset and leave the personal car in favour of public trans-
port. He gave an example of American cities where high occupancy vehicle are preferred than single car user. As has been mentioned in smart city and AMRUT 
programme we should provide cycle track and walkways atleast in all our new roads. He mentioned that 330 km of metro routes are in operation while 600 km of metro 
routes are under consideration. 

Seeing the success story of Delhi Metro many cities are taking up metro rail project. Highlighting the challenges of urban transport in cities in terms of motorization, 
mixed traffic, congestion, air pollution, lack of inter-modal integration etc. he suggested for proper integration of various transport modes, holistic traffic planning & 
management.

He highlighted several issues for priority attention such as vertical growth in cities with higher FAR, segregation of mass rapid transit corridors, effective management 
of traffic using ITS technologies, effective parking policies with reasonable charges, restriction on private vehicles, proper selection of MRTS system, integration of IPT, 
NMT with public transport, creation of Unified Metropolitan Transport Authorities, proper choice of fuel etc.. This conference is an excellent opportunity for mayors and 
other city officials to understand the best practices available in India and abroad. 
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He expected that the 4 day conference will bring out the actionable points and recommendations which could be circulated to all the stakeholders. He appreciated the 
shuttle service and car pooling scheme which could be taken up in all the major cities. The existing agencies in Delhi like DTC, DMRC, NDMC and MCD should sit 
together and work out the plan for last mile connectivity. In the end he said such conferences should not be held in Delhi only but be decentralized and accordingly he 
announced that the next UMI – 2016 may be held at Ahmedabad and UMI – 2017 at Hyderabad.
Earlier the Hon’ble minister inaugurated the exhibition and visited various pavilions which have showcased the latest development in Transport technology and services. 
On this occasion the following publications were also released by the Hon’ble Minister.

•   ITS in Public Transport & BRTS

•   Freight Management Toolkit

•   City Wide Multi-Modal Integrated Transport Plan

•   Appraisal Criteria Checklist for Urban Transport Project – Toolkit

•   Specification for National Common Mobility Card

A keynote address was delivered by Mr. Shashi Verma, Director Communication, Transport for London. He highlighted the financial and operational efficiency of trans-

port system in London which could be imbibed in planning and operation of public transport system in Indian cities.Earlier in his welcome address Shri. Durga Shankar 

Mishra, Additional Secretary, MoUD highlighted the significance of Urban Mobility India conference. He said the importance of this year theme on Transforming Mobility 

for Livability assumes greater importance in the context of recently launched mission on Smart Cities and AMRUT. Shri. Mukund Sinha, OSD (Urban Transport), MoUD 

proposed a vote of thanks.    

The 8th Urban Mobility India Conference and Expo was launched on 24th November, 2015 by Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu, Hon’ble Minister of Urban Development, Housing 
and Poverty Alleviation and Parliamentary Affairs.  Theme of the Conference “Transforming Mobility for Liveability” is apt and timely in the context  of development  of 
smart cities and AMRUT schemes taken up by the Government of India.  The event was attended by a wide spectrum of participants comprising professional of high 
eminence in the field at national and international level, policy makers, Chief Executives of transport authorities and Corporations World over, manufacturers of transport 
system technologies, academics, researchers, practicing urban transport planners, city officials and various other stakeholders.  In all, about 1200 delegates from India 
and abroad attended the Inaugural Session of the Conference. 

 An exhibition, a complete showcase of Urban Transport sector was also inaugurated by the Hon’ble Minister on this occasion.  The Expo spread over an area of about 
15,000 sq. m had exhibits from about 30 companies in transport sector both domestic and international.   Over the next three days a plethora of burning issues like 
land use transport integration, designing streets for citizens, traffic engineering, urban rail transportation, strategies for low carbon  transport, managing climate change 
through initiatives in urban transport,  inclusive use of road space, climate resilient urban transport,  facilitating inter-city transport,  financing transport in future cities, 
metro system planning  and technology etc. will be discussed in 3 Plenary  Sessions, 1 Panel Discussions and  15 Technical Sessions. 6 Round Table Discussions and 
6 Research Symposium on specific areas of Urban Transport will also be organized.

One of the key features of the event  would be conducting of Quiz Competition for students as well as delegates during the coffee breaks on all days.   .  On the last day 
in the Valedictory Session the Hon’ble Minister of State for Urban Development will give away the awards for excellence in Urban Transport and Urban Mobility.  The 
Conference will provide an excellent  opportunity to share and disseminate best transport technologies and will be a platform for exchange of ideas and knowledge for 
the benefit of urban transport professionals, policy makers, city managers and  administrators.  The outcome of the Conference will be useful for promoting sustainable 
transport for development of smart cities. 
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